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~xcer0tB from letters re e~licE (f~c 0)
of the Turin Shroud

n. I:'l. Imelda to lie h. rgherito (;';,1'10 had supplied other alics)
'0. ,1923 - tF',oul(~ :i. t b possible for you to obt.s in n ic of
the :;01;," ',indin,.: Sbeet ••••,

...·i. • I', "r,.Elrit to lill. lVl. ImE;ldf0
Uon. L, 1924 - de2,r {loth.er Prioress and the vho I.e ConLlnunity ke
great p!eDsure in sending you the Holy ~ind Sheet (8 Dne) so
much vener-at.ed by our ~.lonf';stery - On the d~ys of Pa s sd on the
saijind Sheet was exposed in Choir pll spread out nd fixed
firmly to 4 "Poggioli ft - i"nd th(' who Ld Community l,"ent in pr-oc es sd cn
reciting ecinl prayers to kiss the inding Sheet - 3re tLinking
of mDkinv a gift of this det>r souvenir to you to make you bLes aed
together with all your Pilgrims."

r •• ~\J.a gherittl to 1\'1•• Imeld8
Jan , 30, 1924 - flI have re;;dy f; real tre~)sur(~ to s.snd to you - s
treasure ;J'j{dch for 300 y!.:~ars h'"s corrt.Lnus d to be vener-at.ed by our
Communi ty - IJo1p' I, 'Hi th the Council of the Nothers, have been able
to obts tn permission to send it to you, because I believe it. ~,dl1 be
greatly vener-at ed by you all. It is p "Fac simile" of Tr-ue
0inding Sheet of Our Lord Jesus Christ ~ich is Drescrved at Turin 
Ourlinding Sheet (Sindone) hDS been touched throughout its entirety
to the true ~inding Sheet - It has been paint in duplicate, thnt is,
the under pnrt and the upper par-t (of the body) ~!,hich latter is
distinguished b~ the opening in the Sacred Side; however, I pm not
sending it until I shall have received a letter from you • .---
!\'i>lother dear, seeinft thflt the packages arrive in Summit "lith great
difficulty, I feel dismayed about dispatching the large Reliouary
end the Holy T indinF:, Sheet '"hich I ha va to send - If it is possible
for you, Nrite me ciarly hOT' I must declare th~J contents on the
box in order for you ~ot to pay much duty and so that it may reach
you cuicily" -

,iiJi. • Irne Lda fdyes directions for sending "f'ac (',imile'! by 'l.mericfm
Express Co. F~b. 25, 1924.

~. • hargherlt~ to M. ~~. Imelda
¥eb. ~6, 1924 "On Feb. 14 of the current year I sent you ~n iron
tube, a meter in Lengtn (it appears to me) cant~::\ining a "f'ac simile"
of the true Winding Sheet of 6ur Lord Jesus Christ Dna toughed to the
true V'inding Sheet - You 1'1111 observe that tbe figure is double;
the front part is that if,There the Sacred Side is seen - This Sacred
tree-lsurs has been venerated for .300 years in our Community - The d~y

of thetJinding Sheet, it wes extended in choir and all ,"rent to kiss it,
reciting in common 6 Pat.er-s , .Aves and Glorias, and ,dth that the
Plenary Indulgence was gDined. I hardly understood that my dear Mother,
Sr. j,1Jj,. EmeLda , desired the .Lnddrig Sheet th8t I made knovn your- desire
to the Council of Mothers and immediately itt'\ras granted to me, by
privilege, for you vho are GO very good to us, who t!';ke th.e trouble to
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11ft us up in this state of misery in which we are at present, and we hope
that it will be much venerated and appreciated by your Commun1ty and by
the good Pilgr1ms. ff

6. M. M. Imelda ~o M. M. Margherita
April',6, 1924 - ffWe have received the HolI Windin& Shee\lt I What a
treasurel It was venerated for the first time by our pIous Pilgrims
yesterday. I wish that you could have ~dtnessed the impression made
upon our pious Pilgrims by this Holy Relic. How generous you all
areS Believe that we shall never forget the great sacrifice you have
made in parting with this treasureS"

7 It> M. M. Margherita to M. M. Imelda
April 27, 1924 - "We hear with much pleasure ot the splendid welcome
which the good pilgrims have given to the "Sacred Winding Sheetff 
this certainly will be the dearest remembrance that they will have of
our poor Monastery which has voluntarily deprived itself for lov.
of our good and holy Siaters of Summit. ff

8. M. M. Imelda to M. M. Margherita
June 13, 1924 - "Is there no authentication for the Holy Winding
Sheet? Can our Pilgrims gain a Plenary Indulgence by venerating it?
A pious benefactress h88 ordered a very beautiful frame in mahogany,
7 ft. long and 3 ft. wide for this most precious Winding Sheet.
It will be set with glass in front and back in order to show the
two sides of the Relic. The frame will have two handles ot bronze
on eac. side of the trame in order to facilitate its transportation
from one place to another. The ba.e and the cross will be ot bronze".

\

9. M. M. Margherita to M. M. Imelda
June 27, 1924 - "As tor the Holy Winding Sheet, we greatly regret
that we are unable to send the authentication because it has been
loat. The said Winding Sheet belonged to the Monastery or Santa
Caterina and when we came into this Monastery of St. Domenico e
Siato, a box which contained various authentications was lost.
Nevertheless all our dear ancient Mothers assure us that the said
Winding Sheet had been touched to the true Winding Sheet which is
at Turin - and various poaes had granted the Plena Indulgence
for veneratJis it on €heai on Wh~C6 the t ce 0 the Windl",
mii.t !! a. e. Onthat day, t:neretore-;-t'he w 0 e~oiiiUnlty went
In processIon to kiss the said Winding Sheet and recited 5 Paters,
Aves and Glorias (ct letter Feb. 26,1924 - plus 1 Pater, Ave, Gloria
tor Pope> and with that gained the Plenary Indulgence.
"I am sorry that I did not present it to Pope Pius XI betore sending
it to you - but I ~~ll see if I can do something."

10. M. M. Margherita to M. M. Imelda
Dec. 5, 1924 - ~y good Mother, the rirst time you write me, have
the goodne8s to let me know it you desire the Plenary Indulgence for
the \'l1ndlng Sheet that we llaye have it sent to you - And I ask you
the favor to let me know p~ecisely the date of the Winding Sheet,
which it seems to me i8 1662 but I do not remember exactly. It
your Maternity desires the pienary Indulgence tor your Comminity or
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16.

17.
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'. ~v'~. Id,:-: to J>.L. l\j\. el"itp
Feb , ,', 1925 - I SD;;! trw Vic,,;r C(:mer·d t.tLs \'Te~k rnd spok to
him about, t}Y, oLy indinr' e et. , I a sk d him if ~:Je could r:>xno~~ it
f'o i the voner-at.Lon of U Dilp:rims v'it-ho t t. aut.hent.Lc tion,"nd
to mY8[it sur-prLe.e , t.o my eAt regret :,1:"0, h :3 if! th:'lt
1,11:1S fr)rbidden. uur benefactress f.s Lv:'u"\ r:1R["nifLcent frtoJfl b"'c:'usC'
t.houe nds of PiL':ririis ',lpr: to yen ernt,f: t ..'~ Relic. ron~1i r onlV
told me th.~lt if you co 'lld'rocl1re F' cory of tV 0 first authentic ~1tion,

or an eoniv lent a ut.hent.Lcat.Lon , he wou l d f':'rr.1i t 'is to OXDOS'b it in
our cha pel for the ven er-at.Lon I)f e Pilgrims. How grate-fill I "~ould

be to you to o btv.i.n this pr-I viJ.S{\.i:> for us! I vrouLd even consent
to sendinf back the Holy , inrling Sheet to h~ve it retouche rl to
the Holy inding Slleet kept Rt Turin, if th~t wer0 possible. ill
you wr-Lt e me very cudckl y on this raatter"I1 :'s:,,;ure me t.ha t you
are c'oing; to h e I,o us" F

~. ~. Imeld~ to M. M. M~r .lerita
l1,'icirch 5, 1925 - 'TTl,p Fe lies of the "Temdetto!c ·w.:-rn oxoos ed for
the first time List Sun t.1Y. Our Cf'}iy')l~dn T1··,c; Very rev. Urmic,l
E.8ymond 'r()l:dp, O•• , p.C;.) Lso exnos t.h e "Ne LLs anciUiC' !;Holy
F'3C (~'. .e '\'erf.) to ex oo s e the Holy ind in' :..; eet but, AS I "rote
in my list Let.t er, vLt.hout; an ;-,ut.bentic:"~tion ,,'e did not vc t:'e
permission to do so. e hope that you ~".ill obt.a i.n it for us, rny
good :3ister, DS you. h'we obt ni.ned :,,11 the other f'avor s for us.
Thellol)' in,3ini-: :3heet inspires much oiety in its rrl;.:;gnificent fr:ome.

s soon as I can I ~ill h~ve &t photogranhed."

IV1. N. 1Vlargheri tn to i/I. [-i. Imelda
14.8rch 20, 19~'5 - ,- 1101:1 let us c oncLude e af'f'a Lr' of the

Lnd.inz Sheet. I have sooken of it vLt.h t 1 ) l\i.ost Eev.F'3ther C:'lt(:)rln:i;
he 'would be disposed to send you some sort of document vtitho se81
for the: ,;:mthonticfltion of the Holy Lnd S'heet, but he toLi me that
in order to avoid any sort of c<)villinc~ wha t ever- that rni;::,ht arise
on the part of your- Bishop !1s 11",,-:,11 a s on tr: e ·)p.rt of the i'ilgr:ims,
h e ld11 occupy himself 1.ri t.h ret,jrning the: Holy Lnd Lng Sheet to
Turin to have it retouched !.£ 8 ~ inclinp; Sheet and to hs ve
th~=! sells placed on th i Lnddn, Sheet there rot Turin itself.
This is the best W2Y to make th doubtful secure; however, dear
flother, you must know that it is not such an easy thing to touch
the true \Jinding Sheet; on the contrary it is very difficult,
because the seals vLth which it is s(~Hled must b;;:; cut, and t.h n the
grent'rivile o must be obtained to touch the "f£!.£. simile' (HaolleD)
not to the a;l::lSS but precisely to the linc;nl:dth 1hich Our Lord-J - -;--T " - -. - • - -;-=r---asus Chrl.st ~ covered!! But we '!<Jill do everythinr::, \;'1'2 t'i1J.
even do the impossiblc::-Tn order to cbt.o Ln for dear rJlother Imelda
this privileg;e, so gretlt yet so raroll-
~It is adVisable, however, Mother mine, that you send back the
ineJinp Sheet t) me; I ,'m sorry for this t.r-o ub Le , but it is th.'" hest

"'a.1 to mak 211 secure.
"Th e h(~script of lndulr.:'•.:"nces is :-;11 rendy now, I ('Ill thinktng of
wr-Lting it onPflrcrlment so th8t you C"Jn be:> vo it fr,i!tH~d; t,.Il me
':het.her you ",;ish it vr-Lt t.en in Latin or in"n 1ish. F



p

-5-

MFirch 31, 1925--Date on Rescript from Sacred Congregation of Indul-
gences.

This Rescript grants for ;ublic veneration of the Repliea of the
Holy Winding Sheet at Rosary Shrine, Summit, N. J. Three Plenary
Indult>ences: on 1\I1ay 4 (fixed by the Poly See), PassIon Sundar and
the F~rst Sunday of November, fixed by the Bishop of Newark, (Rt. Rev.
Jolm J. O,eonnor):- There.is also a partial indulgence of 7 years
and 7 lents for every Friday. (cf Archives)

M. M. Mergherita to M. M. Imelda
April 14, ~'1925 - "I hope you shall have already received my letter
in which I told you that, for the tranquillity of everyone, it would
be well to send back the Winding Sheet to me, that 'we may do the
impossible to get it retouched to the true Winding Sheet at Turin."

April 20, 1925 - Date on which we returned Replica to Rome.

1 ·;>
.<' •

M. M. Imelda to M. M. Margherita
May 8, 1925 - "The Holy Winding Sheet was sent back to you on April 20.
I hope that the Most Rev. Father Caterini is going to do all in his
power to get it re-applied. This will certainly be a very great act
of charity that we shall strive to repay by the necessary offering
to cover the expenses of the proceedings, etc. I am going to write
to the good Father and arrange with him.

It would be better to have the authentication in Latin.

22. M. M. Imelda's notes swmnarizing letter sent
June 2, 1925 - "Have you received the Holy Winding Sheet? •• Received'
the letter from the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences which grants
us three (3) Plenary Indulgences, etc.

20.

21.

19.

Do you know if the Holy Winding Sheet will be sent to Turin?
Happiness of the Pilgrims when it shall be returned to us."

23. M. M. Imelda to M. M. Villrgherita
July 3, 1925 - "Have you received the Holy Winding Sheet? Is it
going to be (re-touched) or re-applied to the Holy Winding Sheet
of Turin? I have written to the Reverend Father Caterini on this
matter, but I have received no reply, except a certificate which
~~mes from the Sacred Congregation of Indulgences. We should be
very happy to receive the Holy Winding Sheet in order to have it
venerated on the Feast of the Holy Rosary."

24. Father Caterini to M. M. Imelda
July l~, 1925 - "I received your letter of the 26th of May and I
have not answered it waiting for information from Turin--Now I can
tell you that the Winding Sheet at Turin is closed in a shrine with
two keys, one belonging to the King and another to the Pope.

"It will be opened only when the son of the King marries. I
hope the marriage of the King's son is not far distant. Will you
wait for this occasion?

"But I think the Bishop should be satisfied with an attestation
signed by me; because I can bear witness to the old tradition at the
Monastery of Santa Caterina where the Relic was venerated for many
centuries" •••
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26.
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.M. I~. Imelda f s note surmnarizing letter sent to M. M. Margherita
July 29, 1925 - "Letter written July 29, 1925--Sent $75. In
formation on Holy Winding Sheet. Great anxiety to have it for
Rosary Sunday Pilgrimage in October."

Father Caterini to M. M. Imelda
August 10, 1925 - "1 am surprised that you do not know the Winding
Sheet arrived in Rome a long time ago. Sister Margaret told me
~8 ~+~et~g i~riR ~ieo!8h.dctlRl~liU{! 19~ ~~~iliei8fn€fteP~~fA~.~
which is quite uncettain.

When 1 know anything of this event, I will let you know.

27. M. M. Imelda to Father Caterini
August 24, 1925 - "1 received your letter of July 18 and am grate
ful to you for the information you gave concerning the Winding
Sheet. May I ask if you have any idea as to when the Prince will
marry? Is he engaged? If so, ",'"e prefer to wait and have the
Winding Sheet retouched. \-fe set it back to the Sisters of SS ;)om
anico e Sisto with a request to be informed upon its reception,
but to date we do not know whether it ever reached Rome. We are
very much worried about it.

28.

I am somewhnt fearful to ask our Bishop a second time, The
Vicar General refused to have the Winding Sheet on veneration with
out an·authentication. Had the Bishop been consulted first, I feel
sure he wou.l.d have granted the permission, but as things stand now, \
I think the surest way is to have it retouched ••• "

M. M. Imelda to M. M. Marg~erita

September 1, 1925 - "Have you received the Holy Winding Sheet which
we sent you in April? You see how much reason we have to be dis
quieted about it, my good Sr. Margherit~. I bave written to the
Rev. Father Caterini to know if the Holy Winding Sheet has reached
him. I am waiting for his reply. Would you believe that the sta
tuette of St. Dominic has only very recently arr1ved in New York?
Things take an indefinite time to reach us."

M• .M. Margherita to M. M. !melda includes 2 letters from Turin (July
S, 1925·,jl; August 3, 1925-#32)
September 9, 1925 - "But, ~1other mine. there h.?snot passed an hour
of the day in which I have not thought of you and of the dear Wind
ing Sheet. I recei~ed it in good condition and 1 stond pledged
that it nlBy arrive at being touched to the original of Turin--but
it is very difflcultt--it is not possible to send it so that it may
be at Sunmlit for the feast of the· Holy Rosary. The 23rd of this
month will be the espousals of the Princess Mafalda at Turin, so I
have asked Monsignor Beccaria, Grand Chaplain of the Royal House,
to consent to entreat the Sovereigns to visit the Holy Winding Sheet;
this is the only means to get the Holy Winding Sheet touched. He
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has given me some hOle. Pray, dear Mother, that I may be able to
obtain this privilege which will not be a littl one--because it
treats of inducing the Soverigns to perform this act of religion.
Mother mine, do not believe that I am not giving myself any trouble
in order that our precious "fac simile" may arrive at being aut-hen
ticated--quite the contraryf'l am enclosing a letter from Turin
of August 3, 1925; it explains the authenticity of our Winding Sheet •

• When this W?s executed in 1624, according to the date printed
on the "fae simile" there is a traditional history to tell us that:
the Infanta Maria Maddalena of Austria was in intimate friAndship
with our r~onastery and it was she who made a gift of the Winding
Sheet to. the Nuns. Dear Mother, it is so very logical that when
it was copied it was likewise laid Tor some time" on the Holy Wind
ing Sheet as the account had from Turin attests; likewise our
ancient Mothers say that: the Wound of the Side of the original
was damp, and after placing the "fae simile" upon it, they did it
in such a way that the true Blood-or Our Lord was communicated to
the "f..!£. simile," and precisely on this account J it Wr'S held in very
great veneratIon. Howevar, of this we do not find anything writteR;s
but a constant tr~dition guarantees it to us very certainly.

*Dot\lment :3

"On the first letter (cf. July S, 1925 to M. M. MBrgherita from
Turin) you will find written an annotation by the Most Rev. Father
Caterini where it says to ask you if you wish to wait for the future
marriage of the young Prince--but I hope to be able to obtain the \
favor at the approaching espousals of the Princess Mafelda.

"Do not doubt J dear Nlother, I will do the impossible in order
to have this precious document for you. Our precious Winding Sheet
is now yours. It will be a question of time, but then it will come
to you with all the written documents--then it will be an object
of public veneration."

30. M. r-I. Mc~rgherita to M. M. Imelda
September 11, 1925 - "I forgot to put the 2 letters from Turin in
the letter I wrote to you (ct. Sept. 9, 1925) I am including them
in this."

The following 2 letters #31 and #32 are from Turin to M. M.
Margherita from the Rector of the Chapp.l of the Royal Con
fraternity of the Holy Winding Sheet.

31. Turin, July 8, 1925 J .M.J.
Heverend Sister M. I>llargherita J

Some time a,&o I received 8 letter from dear l-1ario J almost the
same as that of your Reverence, and I replied to him at once, won
dering that he should ask such a task of me, since he especially
ought to know it is utterly impossible to treat of this matter ~
present.
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Y k t ' Ie t t.h ~,' t .", 1 'f' .' C''h t' 1 dou may nov", rien t na .,0 .'10S Ho Y fvl.n01.ng ~'Lee 1.S case
Ut in the Royal Chapel (and not in my church) in a silver casket
a~d ul.s ::e~ ~n '"t~e r:larbl (~ ur;n ~oari,n§ ~hove c,t h:~ r; I.~Dr." f~rtifi ad
Wlth th·.; e eale af'f'Lxed on cun e 2, 109..,~n 1. t \'•.,S \. it hdrawn after
the So Lemn position wr.Lch had La s t ed :3 And ,~ n l ght.e ,

In order to do all t t Your Reverence desires, we rA0uire
the permission of the Pope and of the King, ?nd t~i5 suffices to
m;,·ke the thing Lmpo s s Lb.Le at this time.~Ihen th21 Court was a t
Turin, the liinding Sh ee t was ex~)ose;:ron the") occasion of the mar-
riage of the Cr-own Prince; and since His j,"sty Victor EmanuC'l III
was not married in Turin, it vr~lS not ex oo sed for t h- festival of
his wedding, therofore, our Sovereign himself (prevented from going
to Turin lin 18QS), although the proprietor of so very notable a
Relic, nevertheless has never seen it. Since it had not been ex
pos d after t.hc \'lodding of Their ;;faj es t Les Umb er-to and lV'wrgh('rita
in 1568, either, and as everyone was de s Lr-ous of seeing it a in,

u' U'b ' t d't ,.. 1 ~. 't' . "';1',,"\,,"\,,, hpoor r.ang tm erto pe rrnt t e 1. s oo.... emn t'JxpOSl. aon In l.",''1!C) lor t.he
'l'ercentenary of my Conf'r-a t er-n f t.y which is entitled "of' the Holy
Winding Sheet (Sindone)".

tt'I'her(;Jfore, it is n e c e as ry t.o hAve patience, to "lfrt'it for
said Relic to be exposed (we hope within 2 few years, but I really
cannot Sty whon ] , and in that case, beg the Archbishop of Turin
for what Your Reverenc e de s i r-es ; since you must know that "then it
is exposed, the major exco~nunication is at once announced against
whoever dares to touch it.

"'1"-11s is why I have wri t t en rio, ;md now I vlri te to Your
Eeverence, saying that for no ...., it is Quite impossible."

ltTherefore, I cannot understand how
this ••• " D. Giuslaudera

rio did not know all

Annotation on back of above letter signed by Pr-ocurat.o r r:en';:lral

N. B. - I believe that, as tb Lngs are, l'le must ws Lt and see
if they (The Dominican Sistemof Rosary Shrine, Summit, N. J.)
'wish to vr,,,it for the marriage of the young prince which I t is hoped
will tak nlace at Turin.

f1In cast', t hcv do not wi sh to waat , let us return to mv first
idea, that is, to· see if the Bishop will be satisfied ,,'!ith" my at
testation of what was always the tradition of the Monastery of
Santa Caterina. P.F. Caterini, D.P., Proc. Gen.

(The Host Rev. P.F. Caterini a.p., Procurator General of the
Order of Preachers)
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)2. Turin August, t 1925
v.ry~.v. Sr. M. ~rgh$r1ta,

Your l.tt.er arr!. 'Yad at Turin when I \flU,," abf!~'fnt fr<}t!1 the city
and th,gt Ie th. reason tor the delay in anawering 1t.

For your guidance. I do not have archives of the sort that
contain docwaen,. regarding the Winding Sheet tor the rtllUlon, wh10h 1t
••••• to •• p I.i he ye already ,"itten, that I am the Reet()r of tbe
Church ot the Royal Confraternity d~dlcat.d to that notable Rello,
bu.t the•• sre kept 1n the Royal Oh~ltptll adjoIning thG Royal '?alaee
where th.r~ are the aJ"~~lve. to which you allude. Hovt1rver, 1n the
....ric ot P. Sanna, S.J..~ J entitled ttL~? Sindone di Torino" on page 57
I have found wh$t tollow8 altd which .erYt~. your purpose:

nTh. t(08t Ser$ll.e Infanta M:lr1a MaddalAna or Auatrla, Grand
Duebess ot 'ruse_ny, 1ft a lett.,. of April 1624, ask. I"i.8r"hzlr1tll or
SSlV01, Duch••• or Mantua. deughter ot Carlo EunuGl I that with her
good oftice. $he ruy obtsln 'bat two co.~lea of the Winding Sh••t
be made for her. And th~se two copies were not only executed taith
tully by a g00d painter on linen, in texture, d1m~n81one. and paint
1D.C f"884)fIlbllng thoae otthe t.rue Winding Sheet (Slndone). but 11\
order to aive til_ gre~t.r value l!.\!I. xer:e bO\h k!:! !:it .!98'..! t1m,
m th., "rue Bel,iS!_

-The letter of r~ques~ 18 extant, aa 1a also the let'.r of
reeeipt by tha Orand Duchess, which 15 dated April 27, 1626.~

(State Archive. vol. 31, No. 33.)
(Arch1vio a1 StstOt Mazzo 31. citato)

"In eaae a~l this la not sufficient. you may a.pply to the Direc
tor e;f the St.ate Archives 1n Turtn. I have sent you two cOr)le8 ot
tlle \i11ndlug Sheet phot.ogrephed at the last expo.ltl~n 1n l~~g. You
will ob$orve t.bat in one th~r• .1s the negatIve of the ri!~ur••, Our
Lord and in th.oth~r the poed. t1ve. This one, ther+:ttore, presemt.
the Divine Linea.ents more distinotly (and 1s to b. obaer••d rroa
a <U stenee) nnd was obtained by ph.otC)gr~phlng the negllt1 v(t. Thi.
last instead ~produe~a theWlndln, Sheet (3indone) as it 18 ••en
(and ought, th~reroref to be aimilar to that of your p08se••lon),
~nd f'rOUl th@ 81mple tact th_t it 18 • lu~&atlve. it .•erv~. grefatly
to prove the authenticlty of the preclous Relic ••• "

J). 1-1. it{. Ijl-1arghcwrlta to M. ~. laelda
Septemb"lr 11, 1925 - "I foriot to enclose the two letter. froll
Turin. I am 1ncludtn& t.h•• herewith .. n
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